
CHECK ENGINE
(or Malfunction
Indicator Light)

Indicates that the 
engine computer 
has noticed a 
problem

Oxygen sensor 
needs to be 
replaced

Gas cap is loose, 
damaged, or 
missing

Bad catalytic 
converter

Mass airflow 
sensor needs to 
be replaced

Spark plugs or 
plug wires need 
to be replaced 

SERVICE
VEHICLE

Lighting or 
electrical problem

Traction control 
problem

Communication 
problem between 
modules

ABS
LIGHT

Anti-lock brake 
computer needs 
professional 
diagnosis

Anti-lock brake 
feature may be 
disabled

SECURITY
ALERT

If it lights 
momentarily, 
ignition switch 
may be locked 
and need 
transponder-
equipped key to 
start

If it stays on, 
security system is 
malfunctioning

TRACTION
CONTROL
OR ELECTRONIC
STABILITY CONTROL

Vehicle’s 
traction/anti-skid 
or electronic 
stability system is 
in use

Conditions may 
be slippery

BATTERY/CHARGING
ALERT

Battery voltage 
level is below 
normal

Vehicle’s charging 
system not 
functioning 
properly

Battery terminals, 
alternator belt, 
serpentine belt, 
or fuses may be 
faulty

TRANSMISSION
TEMPERATURE

Transmission 
is operating 
at higher 
temperature 
than normal

Transmission 
fluid is hotter 
than normal

COOLANT
TEMP

WARNING

Temperature has 
exceeded normal 
limits

LOW FUEL
INDICATOR

SEAT BELT
REMINDER

LIGHT

REAR
WINDOW
DEFROSTAUTOMATIC

GEARBOX
WARNING

Abnormal 
reading from 
transmission 
sensors 
(possibly fluid 
temperature, 
fluid level, or 
overall pressure) 

TRAILER
TOW HITCH
WARNING

Tow hitch is 
unlocked

Faulty lighting 
system 

REDUCED
POWER

WARNING

Engine computer 
has limited 
engine power 
output

Modern vehicles 
limit vehicle 
performance to 
prevent further 
damage; could be 
caused by engine 
trouble, 
transmission 
faults, or a bad 
battery

AIR
SUSPENSION
WARNING

Compressor 
not providing 
as much air 
as it should

Leak in one of 
the bags

LANE
DEPARTURE
WARNING

KEY FOB
BATTERY LOW

HOOD OPEN
WARNING 

HIGH
BEAM ON

INDICATOR

OIL
PRESSURE
WARNING

Loss of oil 
pressure

DEF  LIGHT
(Diesel)

Diesel exhaust 
fluid reservoir low

WINTER
MODE 

Winter mode 
activated (vehicle 
moves in second 
or third gear to 
prevent tires from 
spinning and 
slipping)

RAIN
AND LIGHT

SENSOR

Issue detected; 
system 
deactivated 
temporarily

Sensors may be 
blocked by debris

REAR
SPOILER

WARNING

Spoiler system 
malfunctioning 
(loose/broken 
connector, blown 
fuse, leak)

ECO
DRIVING

INDICATOR

Indicates engine 
is operating close 
to maximum 
miles per gallon

ADAPTIVE
LIGHT

WARNING

Adaptive lighting 
system 
malfunctioning 
(debris may be 
blocking sensors)

HILL
DESCENT
CONTROL

Vehicle 
automatically 
controls braking 
down steep hills

GLOW
PLUG

(Diesel)

Engine’s glow 
plugs are 
warming up; 
engine should not 
be started until 
this light turns off

DPF LIGHT
(Diesel)

Diesel exhaust 
particulate filter 
failed test and 
needs service

BRAKE
PAD

WARNING

Brake pads 
are too thin

BRAKE
LIGHT

WARNING

Brake lights 
not functioning 
properly

SPEED
LIMITER

Driver set a 
speed limit 
that the vehicle 
will not exceed

CATALYTIC
CONVERTER
WARNING

Catalytic 
converter is 
overheating or 
not operating 
properly

POWER 
STEERING
WARNING

LIGHT

Low power 
steering fluid
Power steering 
may be disabled

DISTANCE
WARNING

Object in the road 
ahead of vehicle 
is approaching 
too quickly

FUEL
FILTER

WARNING

Fuel filter 
reaching 
maximum 
capacity, needs 
to be emptied

FROST
WARNING

Ice may be 
forming on 
the road

STEERING
LOCK

WARNING

Steering is locked 
to prevent theft

DIRTY
AIR FILTER

Air filter needs 
replacing or 
inspecting

TPMS
(Tire pressure

monitoring
system)

Low tire pressure

Sensor 
malfunction

GAS
CAP

Gas cap is 
attached 
improperly

ESC
FAULT Problem with 

vehicle’s traction 
control, anti-skid, 
or electronic 
stability control 
system

LAMP
OUT

An exterior light is 
not functioning 
properly

DOOR
AJAR

Door, hood, or 
trunk not closed 
properly

AIRBAG
FAULT

If light stays 
illuminated after 
starting, indicates 
fault in airbag 
system

FOG
LAMP

Fog lamps 
are activated

AUTOMATIC
SHIFT LOCK

(or Engine Start
Indicator)

Engage the brake 
to start ignition 
or shift out of 
neutral

BRAKE
SYSTEM

Parking brake 
is on

Brake fluid is low

ABS problem

CRUISE
CONTROL 

Cruise control 
is set 

OVERDRIVE
OFF

Vehicle’s 
overdrive system 
has been 
manually disabled

WASHER
FLUID

REMINDER

Washer fluid 
is low

OIL
CHANGE

REMINDER

Oil life is low
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